
Last Sunday’s Solemn Mass was offered in Manchester Square as part of
the Marylebone Music Festival. Something around five hundred people
attended and we have so much for which to thank Almighty God. The
marquee was transformed into a worthy setting for worship and our
gratitude goes to those who worked so hard to enable this to be so: among
them, our warm gratitude is extended to Andrew Crimin for the energy and
skill with which he constructed an altar and reredos, to the Orion
Orchestra and the Cassidy family for their enthusiasm, to Iestyn Evans
and our own choir for another example of their continuing excellence, to
Chris Daly for the many extra hours he gave to ensuring that everything
was in place, and to our parish administrator, Paul Thomson for holding
the reins together and ensuring that they did not become over-tangled.
There have been many positive comments (not least from the non-
Catholics present) and it was surely a useful exercise to take the Mass
outside our own space into the wider community (though once in a summer
is quite enough!).

We now look forward to the celebration of our Patron. Saint James’s Day
falls on Monday 25th July and there will be a Solemn Mass at 7pm. The
celebrant and preacher this year is to be Abbot Hugh Allan of the
Norbertine community who have recently moved from Chelmsford to
Peckham. Put the date and time firmly in your diary and encourage others
to join you for what is always a very happy occasion when Saint James’s is
seen at its best both in terms of worship and hospitality.

This year’s Society of Saint Vincent de Paul bike ride to raise funds for
their work with the homeless took place yesterday (2nd July). Please
make contact with Simon Webb on                           nixwebb@hotmail.com or
07866545123 if you have promised sponsorship or would like to make a
contribution to SVP’s much needed work.

If you can help the parish by a one-off donation or by a commitment to
regular giving, it would be greatly appreciated. More information from the

parish office or use the bank details set out below:-
HSBC 69 Pall Mall,  London SW1Y 5EY

Sort code: 40-05-20   Acc no: 91094394   WRCDT Spanish Place

Please visit our Repository (located in the Memorial Chapel)
open (normally) from 11.30am to 12.30pm on weekdays

and after (most) Sunday Masses.

. . . . . . . Other ways to give  . . . . 

Since installation in March 2021 over £70,000 has been given using the
“digital collection plates”. They can accept donations of any amount
using contact-less or chip and pin (and directed to specific areas of

choice).  The provider suggests those who intend to use the facility regularly should
go online in advance to                                                         DONA and register their chosen card. The option is also
there to enable Gift Aid for that and all future donations.  
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TODAY’S LITURGY

Isaiah 66:10-14
Towards her I send flowing peace,
like a river.

Cry out with joy to God
all the earth.

Galatians 6:14-18
The marks on my body
are those of the Lord Jesus

St Luke 10:1-12, 17-20
Your peace will rest on that man.
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[online] Click                            here for live stream
and                           Universalis for readings.

In Church - Parish Mass Book page 105
or in foreign languages

(six) all available at the back.

The Week Ahead
Masses at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

4th St Elizabeth of Portugal
5th St Anthony Zaccaria
6th St Maria Goretti
7th Feria
8th Feria
9th 10am BVM on Saturday
     Vigil Mass of Sunday 6pm

15th SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

10th JULY

8am, 9am [EF]
10.30am [Solemn Latin]

Midday, 4pm & 7pm.

22 George Street, W1U 3QY

Parish Mass Book pages 73/74 - Latin texts for the Solemn Mass  

14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
3rd July 2022

  



The Rector writes .  . . . . .
    The form of government exercised in the United States of America is
very different from that of the United Kingdom where we do not live under
a federal system (though of course the four nations do have a certain
autonomy). Two recent decisions decided by America’s Supreme Court
which have found an abrasive echo in other parts of the world are
essentially matters about the power of decision retained by individual states
but their emotive content means that people in other nations feel challenged
by them. This is particularly true in the question of the termination of
unborn life which has been accepted within the legal systems of most, at
least Western, countries for several decades and is now, after nearly half a
century, apparently open to question. It is not surprising (though still
shocking) to encounter the anger of those who feel most disquieted by what
they think the consequences of the Supreme Court’s decision might be, but
Jesus never promised his disciples an easy path and we do now have an
opportunity to explain our conviction that every life is a gift and has the
right not just to existence but to be treated well from the moment of
conception until natural death.

    It is a sad comment on the state of many countries when questions
concerning life are seen as specifically Catholic rather than societal issues.
We are pro-life not because of any dogma or teaching of the Church but
because of what we hold as being common to humanity. The right to life is
the most basic understanding of what makes us human and the prohibition
on killing one another is not just a pragmatic response but is an instinctive
recognition of our own, and each of our neighbours’, worth. When God
said to Jeremiah: “before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you
came to birth I consecrated you”, he was addressing every one of his sons
and daughters and his words underline the essential dignity and value of
each human person which must be defended and enhanced wherever
possible. Some would argue that a foetus in its earliest stages should not be
treated as though it had developed personality, but the conviction of the
Church is that the potential for full life already exists in embryo and that the
right to live should never be denied. “My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret, intricately wrought in the depths of the
earth” (Psalm 139).

    While we should never be afraid of witnessing to what we believe to be
true, it is incumbent on us always to do so in a charitable manner, choosing
words which will explain but not polarise further. Moral issues, of their
nature, go to the core of who we are and the choices we make: they are
often highly emotive, touching areas of deep hurt within individuals.
Theologians use the term “the malice of abortion” which does not just
cover the destruction of an unborn life but also those who have facilitated
it and cannot remain unharmed by their decisions. The psychological
wounds suffered by those who have terminated a pregnancy can run very  

deep – as any pastor can testify - and, as the living Body of Christ, the Church
must hold out its arms to embrace those whose decisions with which it cannot
agree but whose welfare is of vital importance. Respect for every other
person, at whatever stage of their development, is intrinsic to our life in
Christ: nothing we ever do or say should in any way undermine the
realisation that each of us is made in the image and likeness of God and
precious to him as such. In a world where harsh and judgemental voices are
too often raised, we should be addressing one another in a very different and
gentler idiom.

    “Human dignity rests above all else on the fact that we are called to
communion with God. This invitation to converse with God is addressed to us
as we come into being. For if we exist it is because God has created us
through love and continues to hold us in existence”. This insight from the
Second Vatican Council underlines the essential value of every individual as
a person called to share a relationship with the God whose self-definition in
Christ is that of love. Whatever the circumstances of an individual’s
conception, we believe that it is God who is the source of all life and that each
of us is the result of a decision made first in the imagination of God himself.
“At the origin of every human being there is not something haphazard or
chance, but a loving plan of God” (Benedict XVI). Every life has within
itself the potential for eternity and the whole Catholic ethical tradition is
about supporting and encouraging each of us to live as well as is possible here
on earth and in such a way that our future happiness with God remains
uncompromised. We have a responsibility to try to raise the tone of
contemporary debate by sharing our understanding that this life can never be
an end in itself but needs to be placed in a much wider and more exciting
context. “The moral life, increased and brought to maturity in grace, is to
reach its fulfilment in the glory of heaven” (Catechism).

Christopher Colven

N O T I C E S

Next Sunday (10th July) is designated as “Sea Sunday” and a collection will
be taken after each Mass for the work of “Stella Maris” (Apostleship of the
Sea), the Church’s official agency providing spiritual and welfare support for
seafarers. You can donate online at                                     www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate 

The annual procession in honour of Our Lady of Mount Carmel at Saint
Peter’s Italian church in Clerkenwell will take place on Sunday 17th July
beginning at 3.30pm and finishing with a Fete in the surrounding streets. If
you have never experienced this piece of Italy in London it is worth a visit.

  


