
Donations of any amount, for specific categories, using
Contactless or Chip and PIN can be made AT FOUR
STATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH, online 
at                                                       Give a Little or by using the QR code.        

We have 'one-off' Gift Aid
envelopes at various locations
in church for cash offerings at
Sunday Mass. Please complete
all sections before ticking 'This'
or 'all subsequent' donations.

If you can help the parish by making a donation
or by a commitment to regular giving, it would be
greatly appreciated. More information from the
parish office or use the details set out below:-
HSBC Sort code: 40-05-20  Acc no: 91094394

WRCDT St James Spanish Place


GIFT AID enables the Parish to claim from HMRC an additional

25% of a donor's gift (offertory, candles, mass intentions) and costs
you NOTHING (apart from your signature). If you are a UK taxpayer
please ask for a form - if we are able to identify your earlier gifts we
can backdate the claim for up to 4 years.

A 12 day pilgrimage to Ireland 8 -19 May 2026
Theme: "Purification with the help of the Saints"   
Cost: minimum 30 pilgrims - £2295, 40 pilgrims - £2215 
this includes hotel accommodation, flights, coach hire, entry fees, 
etc. For further information, please contact 07733 223903.

Lough Derg Sanctuary,
Our Lady of Knock Shrine,

Croagh Patrick, Dublin,
Skellig Michael and more

To book, please contact Tangney Tours: clare@tangney-tours.com, 01732 886666. Please book early.

Reminder: The crypt is best accessed
via the Blandford Street staircase,
which leads directly to the Accessible
toilet, where there are baby changing
facilities, and to the corridor on which
the other cloakrooms are located.

Parish Repository
(located in the Memorial Chapel)

Weekdays  11.00  -  12.30
Saturday  15.45  -  16.45

  Sunday    09.45  -  10.30
11.30 - 13.00 & 15.00 - 16.00

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony
Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm.
The Archbishop is inviting to this Mass all couples in the Diocese, who are
celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year
over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2026.  

If you are celebrating an anniversary, please give your parish clergy the
following details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal
address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email).

  

                       www.sjrcc.org.uk 

Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13
`I will leave in your midst a
people humble and lowly.'

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

1 Corinthians 1:26-31
`God chose what is weak in the
world.'

Matthew 5:1-12a
`Blessed are the poor in spirit.'

The Week Ahead
Sunday Cycle A Weekday (Week 3) Year II
Mass on weekdays at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

M 2nd  THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD
T 3rd Ss Laurence, Dunstan and Theodore
W 4th  feria
T 5th  St Agatha
F 6th  St Paul Miki and Companions
S 7th BVM on Saturday 10.00am

Vigil Mass of Sunday 6pm

8th February 2026
FIFTH SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME

8am and 9am[1962]
10.30am Solemn Latin,

12pm, 4pm & 7pm

Live-streamed on                                                             YouTube Readings
available on                           Universalis Foreign language
sheets available at the back of the church

Church opens at 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturdays.
Confession between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.

On Saturday a priest is available from 4.45pm - 5.30pm

The LATIN responses for the Solemn
Mass 77/78 in the Parish Mass Book.

1st February 2026

  



The Rector writes . . . . . .
This weekend, sadly, we say goodbye to Father John Njorteah, but in his place

we welcome Father Domenico Lando who greets the parishioners warmly:

  

    I am confident that the parishioners will make Father Domenico very welcome,
and that soon it will be hard to remember that there was ever a time when he
wasn’t with us.

    Monday of the coming week is the feast of the Presentation of the Lord,
when we recall the moment, recounted in Saint Luke’s Gospel, when Mary and
Joseph brought the child Jesus to the Temple.  With reference to the theme “lumen
ad revelationem gentium” - a light to enlighten the Gentiles, that appears in
Simeon’s famous canticle, the “Nunc Dimittis”, we celebrate this day as a feast of
light, bearing blessed candles in procession, since the point of this feast is that the
Light of the World was made manifest to all when Jesus was presented in the
Temple.  Mass will be celebrated at the usual weekday times.

    Because this feast comes forty days after the birth of Jesus, it was the moment
when according to Jewish law, the mother of a male child could offer a
purification sacrifice and come once more into the sanctuary.  For this reason, it
was once kept as a feast of Our Lady, and in the Liber Usualis instructions are
given that a new Marian antiphon, the Ave Regina Cælorum, be sung from
Compline on this feast until Wednesday of Holy Week.  Although the current
liturgical books give no instructions regarding the choice of Marian antiphon, it is
customary to follow the rhythm of the pre-Conciliar liturgy, insofar as it can be
adapted to the modern calendar, so at our 10.30am Sunday Mass we will be
singing the Ave Regina Cælorum from now until Easter.

    Friday of this week being the first Friday of the month, we hope to expose the
Blessed Sacrament from the end of the lunchtime Mass until shortly before 5pm,
when a wedding rehearsal is scheduled to take place.  We will only be able to do
so, however, if a sufficient number of worshippers sign slots on the timed sheet at
the back of the church, committing themselves to be present, as it would not be
appropriate to leave the exposed Sacrament unattended.  Worship of the Blessed
Sacrament is heartily recommended to the faithful, as “in his presence [they] pour
out their hearts for themselves and for those dear to them;  they pray for peace
and for the salvation of the world.”

    This month of February will see a formal farewell to Cardinal Vincent
Nichols at the 5.30pm Mass in Westminster Cathedral on Thursday 5
February, the annual Mass for the Sick in the cathedral at 2pm on Saturday 7
February (a ticketed event), the installation of our new Archbishop Richard
Moth on Saturday 14 February (another ticketed event), the start of Lent on
Wednesday 18 February and the Rite of Election on Saturday 21 February.  In
our daily prayers, we remember all those involved in these momentous events.

Philip Whitmore

  


