
Donations of any amount, for specific categories, using
Contactless or Chip and PIN can be made AT FOUR
STATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH, online 
at                                                       Give a Little or by using the QR code.        

We have 'one-off' Gift Aid
envelopes at various locations
in church for cash offerings at
Sunday Mass. Please complete
all sections before ticking 'This'
or 'all subsequent' donations.

If you can help the parish by making a donation
or by a commitment to regular giving, it would be
greatly appreciated. More information from the
parish office or use the details set out below:-
HSBC Sort code: 40-05-20  Acc no: 91094394

WRCDT St James Spanish Place


GIFT AID enables the Parish to claim from HMRC an additional
25%  of a donor's gift (offertory, candles, mass intentions) and
costs you NOTHING (apart from a signature). If you are a UK
taxpayer please ask for a form (if we are able to identify your
earlier gifts we can backdate the claim up to 4 years.

A 12 day pilgrimage to Ireland 8 -19 May 2026
Theme: "Purification with the help of the Saints"   
Cost: minimum 30 pilgrims - £2295, 40 pilgrims - £2215 
this includes hotel accommodation, flights, coach hire, entry fees, 
etc. For further information, please contact 07733 223903.

Lough Derg Sanctuary,
Our Lady of Knock Shrine,

Croagh Patrick, Dublin,
Skellig Michael and more

To book, please contact Tangney Tours: clare@tangney-tours.com, 01732 886666. Please book early.

Reminder: The crypt is best accessed
via the Blandford Street staircase,
which leads directly to the Accessible
toilet, where there are baby changing
facilities, and to the corridor on which
the other cloakrooms are located.

Parish Repository
(located in the Memorial Chapel)

Weekdays  11.00  -  12.30
Saturday  15.45  -  16.45

  Sunday    09.45  -  10.30
11.30 - 13.00 & 15.00 - 16.00

  

                       www.sjrcc.org.uk 

Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6
`I will make you as a light for the
nations, that my salvation may
reach to the end of the earth.'

Behold, I have come, Lord, 
to do your will.

1 Corinthians 1:1-3
`Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.'

John 1:29-34
`Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world.'

The Week Ahead
Sunday Cycle Year A Weekdays Year II

Mass on weekdays at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

M 19th feria [Week 2 in Ordinary Time]
T 20th feria
W 21st St Agnes
T 22nd  feria
F 23rd  feria
S 24th  St Francis de Sales 10.00am

Vigil Mass of Sunday 6pm

25th January 2026
THIRD SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME

8am and 9am[1962]
10.30am Solemn Latin,

12pm, 4pm & 7pm

Live-streamed on                                                             YouTube Readings available
on                           Universalis Foreign language sheets

available at the back of the church

Church opens at 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturdays.
Confession between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.

On Saturday a priest is available from 4.45pm - 5.30pm

The LATIN responses for the Solemn Mass
77/78 in the Parish Mass Book.

18th

January
2026

  



The Rector writes . . . . . .
    This weekend we begin the Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity, which runs
from Sunday 18 January to Sunday 25 January.  Next Sunday, to mark the close
of the Octave, there is to be a Solemn Evensong with a visiting preacher at Our
Lady of the Assumption and Saint Gregory, Warwick Street at 3.30pm (see
the poster in the church porch).  Throughout the week, we keep the intention very
much in our prayers.  The disunity of Christians is a source of scandal to non-
Christians, and it would greatly assist our efforts to evangelize the modern world
if we were able to speak with a united voice.  

    This weekend, after the 10.30am Sunday Mass, we say an official good-bye
to Fr John Njorteah, whose ministry here for just over two years has been such
a blessing for us all.  Do come if you can.  Next Sunday, 25 January, the Young
Adults will be present at the noon Mass - the final gathering of this group that
Father John will be able to attend.  This coming Wednesday, though, 21 January,
the group is to meet in the Social Centre at 7pm for the monthly “faith clinic”,
which this week will feature a talk on “Holy Matrimony” given by Fr Armand de
Malleray, FSSP.

    This weekend we have an opportunity to contribute to Pax Christi, the Catholic
organisation that promotes peace and justice in the world, as it is “Peace Sunday”.
There are envelopes available at the back of the church.  If you wish to make a
cash contribution, use the envelopes and place them in any of the votive candle
boxes.  If you prefer to make an electronic contribution, an option is available on
the contactless machines but you can also visit paxchristi.org.uk.

    There are many conflicts in the world at present, so prayer for peace is
particularly topical.  Last year, 2025, saw the 80th anniversary of the United
Nations, and an ecumenical prayer service in thanksgiving for the work of the
organization was held at Westminster Central Hall (Methodist) on Saturday 17
January.  Cardinal Vincent Nichols gave an address, and the event was attended by
the Secretary-General of the United Nations as well as the Duchess of Edinburgh.  

    Cardinal Nichols, as our readers know, is soon to withdraw from the
governance of this archdiocese of Westminster.  We continue to pray for him as he
prepares for his retirement.  He will still be at the helm (as Apostolic
Administrator of the diocese rather than Archbishop) on Saturday 7 February,
when the annual Mass for the sick is to take place at Westminster Cathedral,
with the sacrament of anointing of the sick.  This is a ticketed event, and those
who would like to take part are invited to make contact with the Parish Office
sooner rather than later, so that tickets can be requested.

    The following Saturday, 14 February, will see the installation of our new
Archbishop Richard Moth, and from that moment, Cardinal Nichols will
effectively begin his retirement.  We keep our new archbishop very much in our
prayers.  Just a few days after his installation, the season of Lent begins, with Ash

  

Wednesday falling on 18 February.  The following Saturday, 21 February, sees
the Rite of Election at Westminster Cathedral, at which our new archbishop
will preside.  This is an important moment for the catechumens and candidates in
our parish RCIA, as they begin their final stage of preparation to be baptised or
received into the Church at the Easter Vigil on the evening of Saturday 4 April.

    Meanwhile, a group of adults who have already completed their preparation for
Confirmation are to receive the sacrament at Westminster Cathedral next
Saturday, 24 January, at the hands of Auxiliary Bishop James Curry.  I hope to be
present, to support them, although I shall be away for most of the coming week,
on a brief visit to Malta.  During my absence, Father Domenico Lando is due to
arrive, from his native Calabria, so that he can settle in comfortably before taking
over from Father John Njorteah as assistant priest in the parish from the start of
February.  I am sure parishioners will want to make Father Domenico very
welcome.

    The First Holy Communion classes have already begun, as has the children’s
liturgy.  Confirmation classes for teenagers from the parish are due to begin next
Sunday, at the earlier time of 2.30pm.  Parents have already been informed of this.

    Next Sunday also sees the annual White Flower Appeal, with a second
collection in support of the work of SPUC, the Society for the Protection of
Unborn Children (cf. spuc.org.uk).  It is a tragedy that our society places so little
value on human life, as we see from the efforts to promote Assisted Dying, as well
as almost six decades of legalised abortion.  We are grateful to all those who work
so hard to promote a culture of life.

    Wednesday of this coming week is the feast of Saint Agnes, a popular Roman
saint from the early years of the Christian Church, venerated as a virgin and a
martyr.  As she gave her life for Christ at only 13 years of age, she is the patron
saint of girls.  She is one of those featured on the front of the main altar of our
church, where she is seen kneeling in the group to the left of the Virgin and child,
holding a lamb and a palm.  On her feast day, Pope Leo will bless the lambs that
are to provide the wool from which the pallium for each new archbishop is to be
made this year.  No doubt our own new archbishop will receive a pallium made
from that wool.  Wednesday will be a day to pray especially for all the newly-
appointed archbishops and their ministry.

Philip Whitmore

  


