PARISH REPOSITORY
(located in the Memorial Chapel)
Weekdays 11.00 - 12.30
Saturday 1545 - 16.45
Sunday 0945 - 1030
11.30 - 13.00 & 15.00 - 16.00

The Social Centre is best accessed via the
Blandford Street stairs which lead directly
to the Accessible toilet - where there are
baby changing facilities - and the corridor
on which other cloakrooms are located.

Children should always be accompanied

St. James's Young Adults Group (Ages 18-35)

Looking to grow your faith and connect with people your
own age? Join our vibrant young adults community!
Whether you are into faith talks, social events

or just making new friends, there is a place for you here.

Room Sought: Quiet professional/St James parishioner seeks room for 6-12
months. Trainee pilot, regular hours. Known to Parish Priest; references
available. Contact 07432 474060.

Safeguarding is an important - and indeed crucial - part of the life we
share as a parish. It is a fundamental of human justice that the dignity of
every person, most especially the young and the vulnerable, should never
be compromised. Denise Hines [07597 190301] coordinates our parochial
safeguarding, her email contact details are as follows:
Spanishplacesg@safeguard.rcdow.org.uk should any concerns be felt.

We have 'one-off' Gift Aid
envelopes at various locations
in church for cash offerings at
Sunday Mass. Please complete
all sections before ticking
'This' or 'all subsequent'
donations.

If you can help the parish by making a donation
or by a commitment to regular giving, it would be
greatly appreciated. More information from the
parish office or use the details set out below:-
HSBC 69 Pall Mall, London SW1Y S5EY
Sort code: 40-05-20 Acc no: 91094394

WRCDT St James Spanish Place
(NS
D

Donations of any amount, for specific categories,
using Contactless or Chip and PIN can be made
AT LOCATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH,
online at Give a Little or by using the QR code.

We lack the contact details of a number of generous donors whose gifts
come directly in to our bank account. If GIFT AID was a possibility for
these individuals could they contact the Parish Office to discuss and/or
request the necessary form. GIFT AID allows us to claim 25% from
HMRC and costs the donor NOTHING (other than their signature). If
ou are a UK taxpayer please ask for a form; we can backdate claims
y up to 4 years (if we have sufficient evidence).

Part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocese Trust

St James's Roman Catholic Church

- Spanish Place - 22 George Street, W1U 3QY
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| NINETEENTH SUNDAY

in Ordinary Time
9th August 2026

Live-streamed on YouTube, Readings
available on Universalis, Foreign
language sheets available at the back
of the church.

LATIN responses for the Solemn
Mass 73/4 in the green Mass Book

TODAY’S LITURGY
[Mass Book page 114]

1 Kings 19:9%, 11:13*
‘Stand on the mount before the Lord.’

Show us, O Lord,
your mercy,
and grant us your salvation.

Romans 9:1-5
‘I wish that I were accursed for the
sake of my brothers and sisters.’

Matthew 14:22-33

‘Command me to come to you
on the water.'

4 The Week Ahead
Sunday Year A Weekday Cycle 11
Masses at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

M 10" St Laurence

T 11" St Clare

W 12" feria

T 13" feria

F 14" St Maximilian Kolbe

S 15™ BVM on Saturday 10am

8am and 9am [1962]
10.30am [Solemn Latin]
12pm, 4pm & 7pm

o

\

/

Monsignor Philip Whitmore (Rector)

Father Domenico Lando
The Reverend Mark Elliott-Smith (in residence, Ordinariate)

Telephone: 020 7935 0943 [Parish Office: 020 3475 9097]

Email: spanishplace@rcdow.org.uk

Web: www.sjrecc.org.uk

Registration No: 233699




The Rector writes . .. ...

Your parish priest will be away for the next two weeks, but this weekend [ am
still with you. Father John returns to Nigeria after the weekend, but Father
Domenico is due to return from Italy this Sunday evening. Next weekend we
should also have Father José Antonio Goili with us, whom some will remember
from last August, so there will be some familiar priestly faces around!

The principal feast in August is the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
which would normally fall on 15 August, but in this country, as that day is a
Saturday, the feast will be transferred to the Sunday. So next weekend, we
celebrate the Assumption in place of the Ordinary Sunday.

The dogma that Our Lady was assumed body and soul into heaven at the end
of her earthly life was defined relatively recently - in 1950, by Pope Pius XII - in
the only formal exercise of Papal infallibility to date. Even though it was a recent
definition, it has been believed by the faithful for many centuries. Indeed, it
would not have been infallibly defined had this not been the case. Opinions differ
as to whether Mary actually died. Many paintings depict the disciples around her
tomb, reflecting the widespread Western belief that she first died and was then
assumed, but in the East, the feast is known as the Dormition, reflecting a tradition
that she merely ‘fell asleep ”, and was assumed without having to suffer an earthly
death. Be that as it may, the dogma proclaims that Mary’s heavenly destiny was
the fruit of the Redemption brought about by her divine Son through his death and
resurrection. Mary was the first to enjoy the fruits of the Redemption, but where
she has led we hope to follow.

Ephesus, in modern Turkey, is where Our Blessed Lady is believed to have
been living at the time, in the home of Saint John the Evangelist, so this is the
place where the Assumption is believed to have taken place. It is possible to visit
the “home of Mary” in Ephesus, and indeed I would recommend this to anyone
who finds themselves in that area. The dogmas we believe are not in any way
dependent upon the places with which they are associated, and yet visiting those
places brings them home to us with remarkable power.

Monday of next week is the feast of Saint Laurence, a deacon who suffered
martyrdom during the persecution of the Roman Emperor Decius in the third
century. As a deacon, he had an important role in the diocese of Rome at the time,
and it is reported that when the Imperial authorities ordered him to hand over the
treasures of the Church, he responded by pointing to the poor, maintaining that
they were the treasures of the Church. The authorities were unimpressed and they
subjected him to a cruel death on a gridiron. The Chapel of Pope Nicholas V in
the Vatican museums is adorned by Fra Angelico frescoes of scenes from the lives
of two celebrated deacons, Saint Stephen and Saint Laurence.

Tuesday is the feast of Saint Clare of Assisi, who was closely associated with
the evangelical vision of her friend and mentor, Saint Francis, and she is venerated
as the foundress of the Poor Clares, an order of religious women who share the
Franciscan charism. There is a community of Poor Clares in this diocese at
Arkley, and another not far away in Arundel.

On Friday we remember a 20th-century Franciscan priest and saint,
Maximilian Kolbe, canonized by Pope St John Paul II in 1982. Famously, he
volunteered to die at Auschwitz in 1941 in the place of another prisoner who had
a family. Christian martyrdom is primarily understood as the sacrifice of one’s
life for faith in Christ, so this case is slightly controversial, as it could be argued
that Saint Maximilian’s sacrifice was an exercise of heroic charity rather than
heroic fidelity to Christ. Indeed, at his beatification by Pope St Paul VI in 1971,
he was declared a confessor rather than a martyr, but Pope St John Paul II made it
clear at the canonisation that he was to be considered a “martyr of charity”.
Clearly, it was his faith in Christ that inspired his heroic act.

Parents requiring a certificate of Catholic practice in connection with a school
application are encouraged to complete some of the forms available at the back of
the church. There is a space for the priest to sign to confirm your presence at
Mass on three consecutive Sundays. Forms for those wishing to enrol for
sacramental preparation programmes in the coming year will be available in
September, and should be handed in by the first weekend in October.

Please note the date of the mini-pilgrimage, to take place on Saturday 17
October. This will be an opportunity to sing some of the traditional songs
originally performed by the medieval pilgrims to Santiago, in the context of a brief
pilgrimage from Farm Street to Spanish Place. Booking is now open at
http://bit.ly/caminosongs]1.

The sessions will be led by Rafael Montero, founder of El Parnaso Hyspano, an
early music ensemble. No prior musical experience is needed, and the sessions are
open to all. They will be supported by the Young Adults Group of both churches,
who welcome anyone wishing to experience this profound musical heritage.

Learning sessions will be on Sunday 4 October (4-6pm Farm Street) and
Wednesday 14 October (7-9pm Spanish Place). To sing in the final session
(11am-1pm on 17 October) you should have attended at least one of the learning
sessions. All materials needed will be supplied, and light refreshments will be
served at each session. There will be a fee of £10 per person for participation,
payable online in advance. Pre-booking enquiries may be made by email to Lucy
Williams (lucycw01@yahoo.co.uk). We do commend this opportunity to you.

Philip Whitmore

A special welcome to our visitors. Refreshments are served in
the Social Centre (in the crypt) after the 9.00am and 10.30am
Masses. Do please join us if you have the time.

Church opens at 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturdays.
Confession between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.
A priest is available from 4.45pm - 5.30pm on Saturdays.




