Reminder: The Social Centre is best
accessed via the Blandford Street staircase,
which leads directly to the Accessible
toilet, where there are also baby changing
facilities, and the corridor on which the
other cloakrooms are located.

PARISH REPOSITORY
(located in the Memorial Chapel)
Weekdays 11.00 - 12.30
Saturday 1545 - 16.45
Sunday 0945 - 1030
11.30 - 13.00 & 15.00 - 16.00

St. James's Young Adults Group (Ages 18-35)

St James's Roman Catholic Church
- SP‘?HI'Sh P l_ace = 22 George Street, W1U 3QY

FOURTEENTH
SUNDAY in Ordinary Time

Looking to grow your faith and connect with people your
own age? Join our vibrant young adults community!
Whether you are into faith talks, social events

or just making new friends, there is a place for you here.

THE CAMINO TO SANTIAGO - REDISCOVERING ITS SONGS.
Learn traditional songs sung by pilgrims and join in a mini-pilgrimage from Farm Street to
Spanish Place singing along the way. Learning sessions will be on Sunday 4th October (4-6pm
Farm Street), Wednesday 14th October (7-9pm Spanish Place). The final pilgrimage ceremony will
be 1lam-1pm on Saturday 17th October. [To sing in the final session you should have attended at
least one of the learning sessions] All materials needed will be supplied, and light refreshments
will be served at each session, There will be a fee of £10 per person for participation, payable
online in advance. The sessions will be led by Rafael Montero, founder of El Parnaso Hyspano.
No prior musical experience is needed, the sessions are open to all. Early expressions of interest
may be made by email to Lucy Williams (lucycw01@yahoo.co.uk - Spanish Place).

Room Sought: Quiet professional/St James parishioner seeks room for 6-12
months. Trainee pilot, regular hours. Known to Parish Priest; references
available. Contact 07432 474060.

If you can help the parish by making a donation = We have 'one-off' Gift Aid

or by a commitment to regular giving, it would be

greatly appreciated. More information from the

parish office or use the details set out below:-
HSBC 69 Pall Mall, London SW1Y SEY
Sort code: 40-05-20 Acc no: 91094394

WRCDT St James Spanish Place
(NS
D

Donations of any amount, for specific categories,
using Contactless or Chip and PIN can be made
AT LOCATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH,
online at Give a Little or by using the QR code.

envelopes at various locations
in church for cash offerings at
Sunday Mass. Please complete
all sections before ticking
'This' or 'all subsequent'
donations.

extra 25%

We lack contact details for a number of generous donors whose gifts
come directly to our bank account. If GIFT AID was a possibility for
these individuals could they please contact the Parish Office to czscuss
and/or rec%uest the necessary form. GIFT AID allows us to claim an
rom HMRC and costs the donor NOTHING (other than their
signature). If you are a UK taxpayer please ask for a form; we can
backdate claims by up to 4 years (if we have sufficient evidence).

Part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocese Trust

Registration No: 233699

5th July 2026

Live-streamed on YouTube, Readings
available on Universalis, Foreign language
sheets available at the back of the church.

LATIN responses for the Solemn Mass
pages 73/4 in the green Parish Mass Book

TODAY’S LITURGY
[Mass Book page 99]

Zechariah 9:9-10
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble.’

I will bless your name for
ever, my God and Kking.

Romans 8:9,11-13
'If by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.'

Matthew 11:25-30

* I am gentle and lowly in heart.'

4 The Week Ahead )
Sunday Year A Weekday Cycle 11
Masses at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

M ?h“‘ feria
T 7th ferl.a
\%4 8th ferz.a
T 9h ferz.a
F10™ feria
S 11™ St Benedict 10am

Vigil Mass of Sunday 6pm
12th July 2026

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY

8am and 9am [1962]
10.30am [Solemn Latin]
12pm, 4pm & 7pm

Monsignor Philip Whitmore (Rector)

Father Domenico Lando
The Reverend Mark Elliott-Smith (in residence, Ordinariate)

Telephone: 020 7935 0943 [Parish Office: 020 3475 9097]

Email: spanishplace@rcdow.org.uk

Web: www.sjrecc.org.uk




The Rector writes . .. ...

Next Sunday is “Sea Sunday”, when we pray particularly for seafarers and
fishers. There will be a collection after each Mass in support of Stella Maris, the
Catholic charity that cares for them. Envelopes are available to be collected this
weekend and brought back next weekend with your donation. Many thanks for
your generosity. It is easy to take for granted the service that we receive from the
people who earn their living from the sea, but we sometimes need to be reminded
that such service always comes at a certain cost, including a spiritual cost, when
people are far from home for long periods.

In three weeks from now we come to our patronal feast, when we celebrate
Saint James on the eve of his feast. So our celebration will be at 7pm on Friday
24 July, the feast itself falling on a Saturday this year. As it is a solemnity, we
will be dispensed from the requirement to abstain from meat, at least here on the
premises. We are most grateful to Cardinal Nichols for agreeing to come and
preside on this important occasion. We are delighted that the Lord Mayor of
Westminster has also agreed to be present, along with a delegation from the
Spanish Embassy. Many thanks too to the parishioners who work so hard to
provide the refreshments for the reception afterwards.

Avid readers of the newsletter will already have spotted that there is to be a
“mini-pilgrimage” from Farm Street church to this church on Saturday 17
October, accompanied by some of the recently rediscovered “pilgrim songs” that
our medieval forebears would have sung on the camino. Those interested can find
Sfurther information elsewhere in this newsletter and on the parish website.

The school year is drawing to a close, and an end of year School Mass will be
celebrated in Saint James’s Church on Friday 10 July at 9.30am. As usual,
parents, teachers and governors are all welcome. We wish every blessing to those
about to begin their long summer holidays, especially the Year 6 students, who are
finishing at Saint Vincent’s and moving to secondary schools in the autumn.

As mentioned last weekend, I shall be away this weekend, attending ordinations
of some of my former students, but only for a few days. I shall be back among
you before the week is out. Ordinations often take place at this time of year, in the
days and weeks following the feast of Saints Peter and Paul. It is a season
sometimes known as “Petertide”.

I shall be spending some of that time at the English College summer residence
outside Rome, where their diaconal ordination will take place. Indeed, my own
diaconal ordination took place there, 34 years ago next weekend. It will also be
an opportunity to greet and congratulate my successor, Father Stephen Wang, a
priest of this diocese, who has been appointed Bishop of Arundel and Brighton
in succession to our own Archbishop, Richard Moth, formerly of that diocese. We
wait with bated breath to see who will be appointed Rector of the English College
in succession to Father Stephen.

In many churches there is only one Mass on a Saturday, namely the Vigil Mass
of Sunday. It seems a shame to miss the opportunity of a Saturday Mass,
particularly if the Saturday in question is a feast-day, as it will be in the coming
week, when the feast of Saint Benedict falls on Saturday. The only Mass to be
celebrated here in honour of this great saint is the 10am Mass. The founder of
western monasticism in the early sixth century, he has had a seminal influence on
European spirituality and culture. This is why Pope St Paul VI proclaimed him a
patron of Europe back in 1964. Benedictine monks and nuns all over the world
follow his Rule - the closest to us being the nuns at Tyburn and the monks at
Ealing. Saint Benedict features on the altar-front design in our church, second
from the left of those standing.

Patrons of Europe - of whom there are six - have feast-days throughout the
European continent, so next Saturday will be kept as a feast here. This means that
there will be a Gloria at Mass and the readings will be proper to the feast, not on
this occasion taken from the cycle of weekday readings.

Many thanks to those who have become readers and servers recently. It is
always good to see parishioners, especially young ones, becoming involved in the
life of the parish. There is always scope to become involved, so please don’t be
shy about letting us know of your availability.

As many of our parishioners know, there are a number of projects taking place
or about to take place. One is the refurbishment of the organ, which we hope will
soon be completed. When it is completed, that will leave us greater freedom to
turn our attention to the refurbishment of the Social Centre below the church,
which could be more ‘‘fit for purpose” than it is currently. Another is the garden,
accessed from the steps that lead down to the Social Centre from George Street.

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we also like to know of any parishioners in
need of home visits, particularly the housebound who may need sacraments
brought to them. We are always happy to do this, as long as we are made aware
of the need.

Father Domenico and I wish all our parishioners
a very blessed summer, especially if you plan to travel during this time.
We look forward to your safe return.
Philip Whitmore

A special welcome to our visitors. Refreshments are served in
the Social Centre (in the crypt) after the 9.00am and 10.30am
Masses. Do please join us if you have the time.

Church opens at 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturdays.
Confession between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.
A priest is available from 4.45pm - 5.30pm on Saturdays.




