
Donations of any amount, for specific categories, using
Contactless or Chip and PIN can be made AT FOUR
STATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH, online 
at                                                       Give a Little or by using the QR code.        

We have 'one-off' Gift Aid
envelopes at various locations
in church for cash offerings at
Sunday Mass. Please complete
all sections before ticking 'This'
or 'all subsequent' donations.

If you can help the parish by making a donation
or by a commitment to regular giving, it would be
greatly appreciated. More information from the
parish office or use the details set out below:-
HSBC Sort code: 40-05-20  Acc no: 91094394

WRCDT St James Spanish Place

Reminder: The crypt is best accessed
via the Blandford Street staircase,
which leads directly to the Accessible
toilet, where there are baby changing
facilities, and the corridor on which
the other cloakrooms are located.


GIFT AID enables the Parish to claim from HMRC an
additional 25% of a donor's gift (offertory, candles, mass
intentions) and costs you NOTHING (apart from a signature).
If you area a UK taxpayer please ask for a form (if we are able to
identify your earlier gifts we can backdate the claim up to 4 years. 

Taizé Pilgrimage for Young Adults (aged 18-35) in Paris with the Assumption
group from 28 Dec 2025 to 1 Jan 2026. The Taizé European Meeting is a
"Pilgrimage of trust on Earth" gathering thousands of young people for prayer,
reflection, and community. Cost: €110 + travel. 
Register by 15th November, for more information visit www.assumpta-eu.org/taize-

pilgrimage. Email rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

Parish Repository
(located in the Memorial Chapel)

Weekdays  11.00  -  12.30
Saturday  15.45  -  16.45

  Sunday    09.45  -  10.30 11.30
- 13.00 & 15.00 - 16.00

The Tyburn Martyrs. Come & hear about the lives of the martyrs in a talk given by an
expert and Benedictine oblate on Thursday 20 November, 6:00pm in the crypt at Tyburn
Convent, 8 Hyde Park Place, London W2 2LJ. vp@wordsbyjacqui.com. The talk is free,
but donations to support the nuns and their work would be welcomed on the day.

“Please pray and fast for the end of abortion and euthanasia on
Monday 17th November. These days seem quite dark, what with
Parliament voting to partly decriminalise abortion and voting to legalise
euthanasia. Please invite others to join us in praying and fasting for life, you
can do so with this link, https://www.facebook.com/events/828656872884422”

  

-

                       www.sjrcc.org.uk 

Parish Mass Book page 202

Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12
`I saw water flowing from the Temple,
and all to whom this water came 
were saved.'

The waters of a river give joy
to God's city, the holy place,
the abode of the Most High. 

1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17
`You are God's temple.'

John 2:13-22
`He was speaking about 
the temple of his body.'

The Week Ahead

Sunday Year C Weekday Cycle I
Mass at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

M 10th St Leo the Great
T 11th St Martin of Tours
W 12th St Josaphat
T 13th feria
F 14th feria [Funeral at 11am NO 12.30pm]
S 15th BVM on Saturday 10am

Vigil Mass of Sunday 6pm

16th November 2025

Thirty-Third Sunday
8am and 9am

10.30am Solemn Latin,
12pm, 4pm & 7pm

Responses for the Solemn Latin
Mass - pages 73/74 in the [red] 

Parish Mass Book

Live-streamed on                                                             YouTube 
Readings available on                           Universalis 
Foreign language sheets available

at the back of the church.

DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA
[Remembrance Sunday]

9th November 2025

The Church opens 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturdays.
Confession between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.

On Saturday a priest is available from 4.45pm - 5.30pm  



The Rector writes . . . . . .
    This Sunday we celebrate the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica.  To many it
may seem strange that the dedication of a church in Rome should supplant an
Ordinary Sunday throughout the world, but of course the church concerned is the
Cathedral of the bishop of Rome, and as such it is designated “mother and teacher
of all the churches in the world”.   It gives us an opportunity to reflect on the place
of the Church in our lives, and particularly the place of the Church in Rome,
which “presides in charity” over all other local churches.  Having worked in
Rome for many years, I can testify that those engaged in the service of the Holy
See have a great sense of responsibility for the Church in every part of the world.

    This Sunday is also designated “Remembrance Sunday”, at least in Anglo-
Saxon countries, as it is the Sunday closest to the anniversary of the armistice at
the conclusion of the First World War.  It is on this day that our bishops allow us
to celebrate a Requiem Mass for those who lost their lives on active service in the
two World Wars of the 20th century and in subsequent conflicts.  The 10.30am
Mass will therefore be a Requiem Mass.

    Indeed, throughout this month of November, we remember the Holy Souls.  The
names of deceased loved ones handed in for this purpose have been placed in a
box that is visible on the altar at every Mass this month, and Mass will be offered
for the repose of their souls each day during November.  It is important to
remember that the purpose of our prayer is to help them on their way to the
Father’s house, where our hope is that they will gaze upon His face for all eternity.

    Next Sunday, there will be a collection for the sick and retired priests of the
Diocese of Westminster.  This is an opportunity for us to show our gratitude to
those who have spent their lives in our service over many years, and are now in
need of our support.  This annual collection is always well supported by our
parishioners, so thank you for your generosity.  Envelopes are available to be
taken away this weekend and brought back, with your donation, for next Sunday’s
collection. 

    Saturday 8 November marks the 80th birthday of our archbishop, Cardinal
Vincent Nichols.  We pray for him as he reaches this significant milestone and we
are grateful for the leadership he has given us over the past 16 years.  Cardinals
over the age of 80 no longer have a vote in a conclave, but of course the most
recent conclave took place before our Cardinal’s 80th birthday.  Nor do they
remain as members of dicasteries in the Roman Curia, so Cardinal Nichols has
reached the end of his many years of service in the Dicastery for Bishops, the
Dicastery for the Clergy and the Dicastery for the Promotion of Christian Unity.

    It is likely that his successor as Archbishop will be appointed soon, so Cardinal
Nichols will be able to enjoy a well-earned retirement.  As two of his four
Auxiliary Bishops have recently been appointed to other sees in England and
another is approaching retirement age, it is likely that further appointments of
Auxiliaries will follow after the new Archbishop takes office.  It is of particular
interest to us in this parish to know who will be fulfilling the engagements in
Bishop Hudson’s diary.

  

    Work on the replacement of our boilers continues.  During the past week, the
grills in the church have been lifted and the space below thoroughly cleaned.
Renewed thanks to all parishioners for their patience with the disruption, and
probably also with the cold, although we are blessed with milder weather than
usual for the time of year.  

    Work on the organ also continues, and we hope to see the return of our
beloved Hunter organ at some point in December.  There are a number of carol
services during the month of December, for which a versatile instrument will be
needed.  I would draw your attention particularly to the Order of Malta’s carol
service at 7pm on Wednesday 10 December, for which tickets can be purchased
at the door, and to the Parish Carol Service the following Wednesday, for which
no tickets are required.

    At our parish Carol Service, the collection will be for Mary’s Meals, a charity
that seeks to provide meals for three million children in poor countries every
school day.  The charity has asked us to publicize a fund-raising event organized
in partnership with Leith’s School of Food and Wine on Thursday 20th November
at 6.30pm, of which further details can be found at
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/charity-events.

    To mark the end of the Spanish Place Appeal year and to celebrate the return of
the Hunter organ, a recital of English Romantic Song performed by our own
musicians will take place at the Wigmore Hall on Sunday 23 November at 3pm.
Tickets can be obtained from the Wigmore Hall Box Office.

    It is hoped at some stage, probably next year, to begin work on the
refurbishment of the Social Centre, especially the toilet facilities available there,
on the installation of a lift in the Rectory - without which we are likely to have
difficulty recruiting priests to serve in the parish in the future - and to develop the
Garden on the George Street side of the church to make it a more attractive space
for our parishioners and visitors.  So there are plenty of projects “in the pipeline”.
And there is much for which to be grateful to the Lord as we celebrate the place
of the Church in our lives.

Philip Whitmore

Safeguarding is an important - and indeed crucial - part of the life we
share as a parish. Denise Hines coordinates our parochial
safeguarding, her contact details are as follows: 07597 190301
spanishplacesg@safeguard.rcdow.org.uk should any concerns be felt.

There will be NO 12.30pm Mass on Friday (14th) as the funeral
requiem for Michael Jeans will be taking place at 11am.

Michael was one of our regular readers
(on Monday and Friday lunchtime) and also one of our counters. RIP

  


