
Donations of any amount, for specific categories, using
Contactless or Chip and PIN can be made AT FOUR
STATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH, online 
at                                                       Give a Little or by using the QR code.        

We have 'one-off' Gift Aid
envelopes at various locations
in church for cash offerings at
Sunday Mass. Please complete
all sections before ticking 'This'
or 'all subsequent' donations.

If you can help the parish by making a donation
or by a commitment to regular giving, it would be
greatly appreciated. More information from the
parish office or use the details set out below:-
HSBC Sort code: 40-05-20  Acc no: 91094394

WRCDT St James Spanish Place


GIFT AID enables the Parish to claim from HMRC an additional
25%  of a donor's gift (offertory, candles, mass intentions) and
costs you NOTHING (apart from a signature). If you are a UK
taxpayer please ask for a form (if we are able to identify your
earlier gifts we can backdate the claim up to 4 years.

A 12 day pilgrimage to Ireland 8 -19 May 2026
Theme: "Purification with the help of the Saints"   
Cost: minimum 30 pilgrims - £2295, 40 pilgrims - £2215 
this includes hotel accommodation, flights, coach hire, entry fees, 
etc. For further information, please contact 07733 223903.

Lough Derg Sanctuary,
Our Lady of Knock Shrine,

Croagh Patrick, Dublin,
Skellig Michael and more

To book, please contact Tangney Tours: clare@tangney-tours.com, 01732 886666. Please book early.

Reminder: The crypt is best accessed
via the Blandford Street staircase,
which leads directly to the Accessible
toilet, where there are baby changing
facilities, and to the corridor on which
the other cloakrooms are located.

Parish Repository
(located in the Memorial Chapel)

Weekdays  11.00  -  12.30
Saturday  15.45  -  16.45

  Sunday    09.45  -  10.30 11.30
- 13.00 & 15.00 - 16.00

The SVP are distributing over 10,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather
essentials to the homeless this winter. Please could you consider sponsoring
packs at a suggested donation of £4.10 per pack? Donations can be sent to
Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ with cheques made out to
SVP or by bank transfer to Nat West sort code 60-60-04, account no.
46088237. Thank you so much for your support.

  

                       www.sjrcc.org.uk 

Sirach 24:1-2,8-12
The wisdom of God has dwelt
in the chosen people.

The Word became flesh
and dwelt among us.

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18
`He predestined us for
adoption as sons through
Jesus.'

John 1:1-18
`The Word became flesh and
dwelt among us.'

The Week Ahead
Sunday Year A

Mass at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

M 5th Christmas feria
T 6th THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

[Vigil 6pm Monday also 7.15am and 11.00am]
W 7th Christmas feria
T 8th  Christmas feria
F 9th  Christmas feria
S 10thChristmas feria 10am

EPIPHANY CAROL SERVICE 4.30pm
Vigil Mass of Sunday 6pm

11th January 2026
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

8am and 9am[1962]
10.30am Solemn Latin,

12pm, 4pm & 7pm

The LATIN responses for the Solemn
Mass pages 77/78 in the Mass Book.

Live-streamed on                                                             YouTube Readings
available on                           Universalis 

Foreign language sheets are available
at the back of the church.

Church opens at 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturdays.
Confession between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.

On Saturday a priest is available from 4.45pm - 5.30pm

4th
January

2026

  



The Rector writes . . . . . .
    The Epiphany falls on a Tuesday this year.  Last year, when it fell on a
Monday, it was kept the previous day, because our bishops have proposed that
Holydays of Obligation occurring on a Saturday or a Monday be transferred to
the nearest Sunday.  This means that we do not normally have the obligation to
attend Mass on two successive days.  We do, however, have an obligation to
attend Mass on the Epiphany.  There will be a 7.15am Mass that day and a
celebration according to the 1962 Missal at 11am, in addition to the two regular
weekday Masses.  The Vigil Mass on 5 January also fulfils the obligation.   The
choir will sing at the 6pm Mass on Tuesday 6 January.

    The Order of Malta, as usual, is offering a service of blessing of Holy Water
and chalk at 7pm on the eve of the Epiphany, that is to say, on Monday 5
January.  All are welcome.

    The feast of the Epiphany has a much deeper significance than the almost
fairy-tale narrative of the visit of the three wise men from the East which forms
the Gospel for that day.  It indicates that our Saviour’s birth was good news not
only for the people of Israel, but for Gentiles like ourselves and for seekers all
over the world who want to understand more about God and his plan for our
salvation.  It is a good occasion for us to remember in our prayers the many
seekers known to us and perhaps to encourage them to consider joining us.

    One of the customs associated with the Feast of the Epiphany is the
proclamation, just after the Gospel, of the date of Easter and the moveable feasts
of the year.  In these days of internet, most people can find out easily enough that
Easter 2026 falls on 5 April and Ash Wednesday on 18 February, so we do
not follow this optional practice here at St James’s.  

    We do, however, offer an Epiphany Carol Service, our final Christmas event,
which this year will take place on Saturday 10 January at 4.30pm.  Do come
if you can, especially if you were away for the principal Christmas services.  It
will be good to gather as a parish community once again.  There will be a
reception in the Social Centre after the celebration, to which all are
welcome.

    The very short season of Christmastide ends with the feast of the Lord’s
Baptism on the following day, 11 January, which happens also to be the day
when the children’s liturgy starts up again after the Christmas break.

    Do please note that on Sunday 18 January we will be holding a farewell for
Father John Njorteah after the 10.30am Mass.  We are sorry to see him go,
but we understand that he was only ever with us on a temporary basis.  It should
come as little surprise that his archbishop has decided to recall him.  We wish
him well for his future ministry at a school in Nigeria, where we are confident
that he will do well.  Before Father John’s departure, we hope to be able to

  

welcome Father Domenico Lando, who is due to arrive in the parish a few days
after Father John’s farewell.  Father Lando expects to be with us for three years,
and now that he has obtained his visa, he is able to make plans for his period of
ministry at Spanish Place.

    As we begin a new year it is customary to make resolutions.  In the Christian
life, it is always appropriate to make resolutions, as we seek to grow in holiness
and virtue.  Lent is the favoured time for resolutions, but there is no particular
Christian significance to the practice of making resolutions at the start of January.
There is, however, a solemn blessing for the beginning of the year as well as a set
of Mass prayers for the “Beginning of the Civil Year” among the numerous
“Masses for Various Needs and Occasions”. These include a Mass “for fine
weather”, which seems a highly appropriate intention in this country.

    A particular intention for our prayer at this time concerns our Archbishop
Emeritus, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, for whom we pray that he may be granted
many years of blessed retirement, not to mention our new Archbishop, Richard
Moth, who is to be installed on Saturday 14 February at Westminster
Cathedral.  Bishop Richard will be our Archbishop from that day on, though
whether he is to become a Cardinal at some point is a personal choice made by the
Holy Father.  Vincent Nichols became a Cardinal almost five years after assuming
the ministry of Archbishop of Westminster and is now likely to remain a Cardinal
for the rest of his life.  Once the ceremony has taken place, it is often hard to
remember a time when our Archbishop was not yet a member of the Sacred
College.

    So our new Archbishop will be in office for the whole of Lent.  One of his first
major public appearances, after the Ash Wednesday liturgy, will be the Rite of
Election, held at Westminster Cathedral on the first Saturday of Lent, that is
to say on 21 February.  This is the occasion when catechumens and candidates
from RCIA programmes around the diocese are formally welcomed and launched
into the final stage of intense spiritual preparation for their baptism and/or
confirmation at the Easter Vigil.  We pray for our own catechumens and
candidates as they take this significant step forward in their journey of faith.

    Father John and I would like to wish all our parishioners and worshippers a very
Happy, peaceful and prosperous New Year and to welcome back those who have
been travelling.  We renew our thanks for the many kind Christmas greetings we
have received and for your generous contribution to the Christmas collection.
Praised be Jesus Christ, praised for evermore.

Philip Whitmore

  


