
Donations of any amount, for specific categories, using
Contactless or Chip and PIN can be made AT FOUR
STATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH, online 
at                                                       Give a Little or by using the QR code.        

We have 'one-off' Gift Aid
envelopes at various locations
in church for cash offerings at
Sunday Mass. Please complete
all sections before ticking 'This'
or 'all subsequent' donations.

If you can help the parish by making a donation
or by a commitment to regular giving, it would be
greatly appreciated. More information from the
parish office or use the details set out below:-
HSBC Sort code: 40-05-20  Acc no: 91094394

WRCDT St James Spanish Place


GIFT AID enables the Parish to claim from HMRC an additional

25% of a donor's gift (offertory, candles, mass intentions) and costs
you NOTHING (apart from your signature). If you are a UK
taxpayer please ask for a form - if we are able to identify your
earlier gifts we can backdate the claim for up to 4 years. 

Reminder: The crypt is best accessed
via the Blandford Street staircase,
which leads directly to the Accessible
toilet, where there are baby changing
facilities, and to the corridor on which
the other cloakrooms are located.

Parish Repository
(located in the Memorial Chapel)

Weekdays  11.00  -  12.30
Saturday  15.45  -  16.45

  Sunday    09.45  -  10.30
11.30 - 13.00 & 15.00 - 16.00

FRIDAYS
DURING LENT
STATIONS

of the
CROSS
after the

6pm Mass

Please DO NOT give money to those
begging on the steps or at the gates,
as we have established charities who
operate here four nights a week.  
We ask all parishioners - and
visitors - to keep a close eye on their
belongings.

  

                       www.sjrcc.org.uk 

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Davis is anointed King of Israel.

The LORD is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.

Ephesians 5:8-14
`Arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.'

John 9:1-41
`He went and washed and
received his sight.'

The Week Ahead
Sunday Cycle A Weekday Year II

Mass on weekdays at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

M 16th Lent Feria
T 17th St PATRICK
W 18th Lent Feria
T 19th St JOSEPH  
F 20th  Lent Feria
S 21st  Lent Feria 10.00am

Vigil Mass of Sunday 6pm

22nd March 2026
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

8am and 9am[1962]
10.30am Solemn Latin,

12pm, 4pm & 7pm

Live-streamed on                                                             YouTube Readings
available on                           Universalis Foreign language
sheets available at the back of the church

Church opens at 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturdays.
Confession between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.

On Saturday a priest is available from 4.45pm - 5.30pm

The LATIN responses for the Solemn
Mass 77/78 in the Parish Mass Book.

15th March 2026

  



The Rector writes . . . . . .
    We have arrived at mid-Lent Sunday, known as Lætare Sunday, named after
the first word of the Latin Introit for the Mass.  And because the introit comes
from Isaiah 66:10-11, exploring the idea of Jerusalem as a mother, by a long-
standing tradition it is the day when we honour our mothers.  So in this country at
least, we follow the pre-Reformation tradition of celebrating “Mothers’ Day” this
Sunday, whereas many countries mark the day later in the year.

    As we rejoice (indeed, that is the meaning of “Lætare”), we relax the Lenten
fast in one or two respects.  Organ music is heard once more, and the liturgical
colour is lightened from the rather severe purple adopted during the rest of Lent,
to a rose hue.  

    Almsgiving is of course one of the principal pillars of our Lenten observance.
Many thanks to those who contributed to the parish’s CAFOD Lenten Fast
collection last weekend, which raised an impressive £3259.80.  Now we turn our
attention to the annual Lenten Appeal across the Diocese of Westminster, which
supports one shared mission: helping people encounter Christ and live that faith in
love and service.  Through Education, Youth & Evangelisation, and Marriage &
Family Life, the diocese forms hearts, nurtures faith, and strengthens families
within our parishes.  Through Social Action, that formed faith reaches outwards,
ensuring that no one in our communities faces life’s hardest moments alone.  The
Diocesan Lenten Appeal supports all four apostolates named above.

    Your generous support this Lent will enable the Church to continue walking
with people at every stage of life and be a visible sign of Christ’s love, both within
our parishes and among our neighbours.  To donate today please visit
www.rcdow.org.uk/LentenAppeal.  Alternatively, envelopes are available at the
back of the church.  Thank you for your support and for helping our diocesan
family to continue this vital work.  A collection for the Appeal will be taken after
each Mass next weekend, but in the meantime, you have the opportunity to
contribute either directly through the link referenced above, or else via the
church’s contactless machines.

    In view of this weekend’s celebration of Mothering Sunday, an article has been
specially prepared by the Marriage & Family Life apostolate of the diocese, on the
subject of “God’s mothering love”.  It can be found here:
https://rcdow.org.uk/marriage-and-family-life/news/gods-mothering-love/.

    We are asked also to draw your attention to the Annual Mass of Thanksgiving
for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral, held on Saturday
23 May 2026 at 2:30pm. Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass all couples
in the Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th
(and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2026.  If
you are celebrating an anniversary, please give your parish clergy the following
details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and contact
email (or telephone number, if no email).

  

    Lenten oases are plentiful in the coming week.  Not only is there Lætare
Sunday, but the coming week sees the feast of Saint Patrick, patron saint of
Ireland, as well as the solemnity of Saint Joseph, husband of Mary and foster-
father of the boy Jesus.  The national feast of Ireland is a solemnity across the Irish
Sea, but here in England it is kept as a feast.  The choice of the national apostle as
patron saint is a logical one, although Ireland is the only one of the four nations in
this part of the European continent to have made that choice.  

    Saint Joseph is a wonderful role model for men, especially for fathers and for
priests.  Pope Francis had a great devotion to him, indeed it was Pope Francis who
asked us to include “blessed Joseph, her spouse” in the second, third and fourth
Eucharistic Prayers.  Farnborough Abbey houses the National Shrine of Saint
Joseph, formerly located in this diocese, at Saint Joseph’s, Mill Hill.  Do pay a
visit to the shrine if you find yourself in that part of Hampshire.

    The Services for Holy Week and Easter begin with a devotional performance of
Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater on Friday 27 March after the evening Mass, and they
continue until Divine Mercy Sunday, on 12 April.  Flyers advertising the times of
services should be available next weekend.

    Meanwhile, this Sunday we have another long Gospel, namely the account of
the healing of the man born blind from Chapter 9 of Saint John’s Gospel.  The
growing hostility of the religious authorities comes through clearly in this passage,
and it prepares us well for the events of the Passion in just a few weeks from now.
One of the particularly scandalous aspects of this miracle, in the eyes of the
authorities, is that Our Lord performed it on the Sabbath, that is to say, on a
Saturday.  For some of them, this was a sign that Jesus could not be acting in the
name of God, but for us Christians it indicates that “the Son of Man is Lord of the
Sabbath”.  Indeed, the Christian “Sabbath” is no longer assigned to Saturday, like
the Jewish Sabbath, but to Sunday, the “first day of the week”, which was when
Our Lord rose from the dead after lying in the tomb on the Sabbath day.  

    For all of us, the three substantial Johannine Gospels of the third, fourth and
fifth Sundays of Lent are an invitation to prayerful reflection, but even more so for
the catechumens and candidates, on the final stage of their journey towards
baptism and confirmation in our parish this Easter.  Do keep them in your prayers
as they move towards this momentous day.    

Philip Whitmore

The St Vincent de Paul Society Needs You:
Would you like to help distribute food, and a kind word to those in need?  The “Soup
Run” serves an eclectic array of clientele in Lincoln’s Inn Fields in Holborn. We
have been successfully supporting this community for over 33 years. Join us in the
Social Centre (Hall), under St James’s Spanish Place on Tuesdays and/or Fridays
between 5:30pm and 6:00pm. We are a friendly team of volunteers. Come join us.

  


