
Donations of any amount, for specific categories, using
Contactless or Chip and PIN can be made AT FOUR
STATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH, online 
at                                                       Give a Little or by using the QR code.        

We have 'one-off' Gift Aid
envelopes at various locations
in church for cash offerings at
Sunday Mass. Please complete
all sections before ticking 'This'
or 'all subsequent' donations.

If you can help the parish by making a donation
or by a commitment to regular giving, it would be
greatly appreciated. More information from the
parish office or use the details set out below:-
HSBC Sort code: 40-05-20  Acc no: 91094394

WRCDT St James Spanish Place

Reminder: The crypt is best accessed
via the Blandford Street staircase,
which leads directly to the Accessible
toilet, where there are baby changing
facilities, and the corridor on which
the other cloakrooms are located.


GIFT AID enables the Parish to claim from HMRC an
additional 25% of a donor's gift (offertory, candles, mass
intentions) and costs you NOTHING (apart from a signature).
If you area a UK taxpayer please ask for a form (if we are able to
identify your earlier gifts we can backdate the claim up to 4 years. 

Parish Repository
(located in the Memorial Chapel)

Weekdays  11.00  -  12.30
Saturday  15.45  -  16.45

  Sunday    09.45  -  10.30 11.30
- 13.00 & 15.00 - 16.00

A 12 day pilgrimage to Ireland 8 -19 May 2026
Theme: "Purification with the help of the Saints"   
Cost: minimum 30 pilgrims - £2295, 40 pilgrims - £2215 
this includes hotel accommodation, flights, coach hire, entry fees, 
etc. For further information, please contact 07733 223903. 

Lough Derg Sanctuary,
Our Lady of Knock Shrine,

Croagh Patrick, Dublin,
Skellig Michael and more

To book, please contact Tangney Tours: clare@tangney-tours.com, 01732 886666. Please book early.

The 2025 CTiW Advent Service TODAY at 5pm hosted by St Saviour’s Church,
Pimlico. Come and celebrate the beginning of Advent with carols and readings by
candlelight followed by mulled wine/mince pies. All very welcome.

Young Adults ADVENT RETREAT DAY with the Assumption Sisters on
Saturday 6th December 2025, 10am – 6pm. Venue: Milleret House, 20
Kensington Square, London, W8 5HH (closest tube station: High Street
Kensington). Programme includes talks • prayer, adoration and confessions •
faith sharing • mass and social time. £5 registration fee/subsidised student
places available on request. Register now by emailing: rebecca@assumpta-eu.org
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Parish Mass Book page 82

Isaiah 2:1-5
`The Lord gathers all nations
together into the eternal peace of
the Kingdom of God.'

Let us go rejoicing
to the house of the LORD.  

Romans 13:11-14a
`Salvation is nearer to us now.'

Matthew 24:37-44
`Stay awake so that you may be
ready.'

The Week Ahead
Sunday Year A Weekday Cycle II

Mass at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

M 1st  Advent feria
T 2nd Advent feria
W 3rd St Francis Xavier
T 4th  Advent feria
F 5th   Advent feria
S 6th  Advent feria 10am

Vigil Mass of Sunday 6pm

7th December 2025
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8am and 9am[1962]
10.30am Solemn Latin,

12pm, 4pm & 7pm

Responses for the Solemn Latin Mass -
pages 77/78 in the [orange] Mass Book.

Live-streamed on                                                             YouTube Readings
available on                           Universalis Foreign language
sheets available at the back of the church.

Church opens at 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturdays.
Confession between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.

On Saturday a priest is available from 4.45pm - 5.30pm

30th November 2025

  



The Rector writes . . . . . .
    We now enter the season of Advent, the start of a new church year, which is
year A in the three-year cycle for Sunday readings.  The liturgical colour changes
to purple, as we do penance in preparation for welcoming the Lord into our world.
The sombre mood is reflected also in more subdued music and floral decorations.
When the feast of Christmas comes, there will be a great explosion of joy as we
celebrate the birth of our Saviour.

    It is true that the secular world has been telling us for weeks that Christmas is
close.  The rhythms of the secular calendar and those of the Church calendar pull
us in opposite directions at this time.  This is a challenge for all Christians who
live in a largely non-Christian society, particularly when the feasts celebrated in
the world have Christian origins.  To a greater or lesser extent we will find
ourselves constrained to accept the secular narrative that Christmas is for all
intents and purposes present already.  But our faith tells us we are just entering a
season of preparation.

    At the start of Advent, our focus is on the second coming of the Lord.  This
Sunday’s readings therefore tie in rather neatly with those we have just been
hearing, from the end of the Church’s year.  As Christmas approaches, though, our
focus will switch to the Lord’s first coming.  As we begin to see cribs and as we
attend carol services, we will be helped to make that switch, although we should
remember that until 24 December, we remain in the season of preparation.

    Many thanks to those who assisted us in the final push last weekend of the
Spanish Place appeal, now formally ended.  The assistance we have received
from our parishioners throughout the year-long appeal is greatly appreciated, as it
helps us to afford the considerable costs of replacing the boilers and refurbishing
the organ.  The work on boiler replacement continues, and parishioners should be
warned to bring warm coats next weekend, when we expect the heating to be
suspended.  No doubt this will give an additional penitential flavour to our Advent
celebrations, although that is not quite how we planned it.  Christmas may be
expected to bring the added joy of new heating and a fully restored organ.

    One sadness that will inevitably accompany our Christmas is the imminent
departure, in late January, of Father John.  We hope to thank him for his service
among us in a farewell celebration after the 10.30am Mass on 18 January.  The
good news is that the Italian priest, Father Domenico Lando, is making good
progress with his plans to join us when Father John leaves.  We hope to have more
to report on this in time for the new year.   

    As we mentioned a month ago, we are not able to arrange Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament on the afternoon of the first Friday of December, because a
rehearsal will be taking place for that evening’s performance of Handel’s
Messiah by the Orion Orchestra.  A second concert will follow the next evening,
when the Southwell Consort will sing a selection of Advent Polyphony.  Tickets
can be purchased in advance for both concerts (QR codes are to be found on the

  

relevant publicity material).  Meanwhile, those who would like to spend time
before the Blessed Sacrament will have an opportunity to do so after the
Wednesday evening Mass on 3 December, when the Young Adults will gather for
rosary and benediction.

    Advent Bible studies are available online on Wednesday evenings, and those
who wish to take part are invited to register at                               comeandsee.org/advent25 .  These
sessions offer a good opportunity to prepare spiritually for the coming feast.
Another good way is to make a sacramental confession - as you know, every effort
is made to ensure the presence of a priest in the confessionals between 12 noon
and 1pm from Monday to Friday and during the Holy Hour on Saturday evening.

    In the new year we hope to set up a rota of volunteers to attend to the
cleaning of the church.  It would be good to have at least six volunteers, so that
no one cleaner would need to come more than once every two or three weeks.
Ideally it would be a morning task, to be accomplished before preparations begin
for the lunchtime Mass.  Those interested in taking part in this work are invited to
hand in their names to the parish office.

    I have also been asked to mention that our parish primary school, St Vincent’s,
is eager to recruit a new Foundation Governor.  The Diocesan Education
Service provides information about the role of Foundation Governors in our
schools here:                                                                                   https://education.rcdow.org.uk/governance-admissions/foundation-
governors/ .  Anyone who would like to offer their services for this role is asked to
contact the Headteacher of St Vincent’s, Marina Coleman, at
head@stvincentsprimary.org.uk .  We are blessed to have such a fine Catholic
primary school in our parish, and I know that many families have young children
who attend the school.  Governors have an important role to fulfil, so anyone who
would like to assist in this way is warmly encouraged to consider volunteering.

    Paid work is also available in some parts of the diocese.  Jobs are advertised on
the diocesan website, and further details can be found at
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ .  There are many ways of building up God’s kingdom,
which all of us are called to do in one way or another.  The world needs so much
to hear the message of hope and peace that Christ Our Lord brings and our task is
to convey that message to those around us.

Philip Whitmore

The SVP are distributing over 10,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather
essentials to the homeless this winter. Please could you consider sponsoring
packs at a suggested donation of £4.10 per pack? Donations can be sent to
Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ with cheques made out to
SVP or by bank transfer to Nat West sort code 60-60-04, account no. 46088237.
Thank you so much for your support.

  


