
Donations of any amount, for specific categories,
using Contactless or Chip and PIN can be made AT
THREE STATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH,
online at                                                       Give a Little or by using the QR code.

We have 'one-off' Gift Aid
envelopes at various locations
in church for cash offerings at
Sunday Mass. Please complete
all sections before ticking 'This'
or 'all subsequent' donations.

If you can help the parish by making a donation
or by a commitment to regular giving, it would be
greatly appreciated. More information from the
parish office or use the details set out below:-

HSBC 69 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5EY
Sort code: 40-05-20  Acc no: 91094394 

WRCDT St James Spanish Place

Parish Repository
(located in the Memorial Chapel)

Weekdays  11.00  -  12.30
Saturday  15.45  -  16.45
Sunday    09.45  -  10.30

11.30 - 13.00 & 15.00 - 16.00

Quiet and polite young professional man, attending St James Spanish
Place and known to the Parish Priest, is seeking a room to let for 6

months to a year from 1st of May 2026. Training to be a pilot, with regular
hours, able to pay £600 per month. Character references available. Please
call Ousi on 07432 474060. Thank you.

Reminder: The crypt is best accessed
via the staircase on the Blandford
Street side of the church, leading as it
does directly to the Accessible toilet -
where there are 

- and the corridor on which
the other cloakrooms are located.

ROOM / ACCOMMODATION WANTED WITH A FAMILY

  

The Week Ahead
Sunday Year A Weekday Cycle II
Masses at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

M 11th  Easter feria
T  12th  Easter feria
W 13th  Easter feria
T  14th  ASCENSION of the LORD
F  15th  Easter feria
S  16th   Easter feria  10am

Vigil Mass of Sunday 6pm

17th MAY 2026
SEV ENT H SUN DAY

of  EA STER

8am and 9am [1962]

10.30am [Solemn Latin]
12pm, 4pm & 7pm

-

                       www.sjrcc.org.uk 

[Parish Mass Book page 268]

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
`They laid their hands on them and
they received the Holy Spirit.'

Cry out with joy to God,
all the earth.

1 Peter 3:15-18
`Being put to death in the flesh but
made alive in the spirit.'

John 14:15-21
`I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Helper.'

Live-streamed on                                                             YouTube 
Readings available on                           Universalis

Foreign language sheets available at
the back of the church

LATIN responses for the Solemn Mass 
pages 77/8 in the (orange) Mass Book

SIXTH SUNDAY

  



    This weekend, Bishop Michael Campbell is due to celebrate the sacrament of
confirmation with our teenagers.  We are most grateful to him for stepping in,
after the departure of Bishop Nicholas Hudson for his new diocese of Plymouth.
Bishop Campbell, you will remember, was our celebrant on Saint James’s Day last
year, he is the former Bishop of Lancaster, and like Pope Leo, he is an
Augustinian, hence his choice of residence with the Augustinian community in
Hammersmith, where he was living before he became Bishop of Lancaster.  Our
eighteen young people are to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit, traditionally
seven gifts, which, as Father Richard Conrad OP has said, “are to do with the
Holy Spirit Himself prompting us, leading us, taking us by the hand, giving us the
instinct to do what must be done, in the divine way in which it must be done.”

    The weekend is a significant one for our families and our younger members,
because the First Holy Communion, for 39 children, took place on Saturday 9
May.  We thank God that so many of our young people are taking these significant
steps forward in their sacramental life and practice.  We pray that they may
continue to receive many graces from their Christian life.

    Next Sunday is World Communications Day for which Pope Leo has issued
a message, entitled “Preserving Human Voices and Faces”. It can be found in
full at the following link: https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-
xiv/en/messages/communica t ions /documents /20260124-messaggio-
comunicazioni-sociali.html.  The Holy Father offers a thought-provoking
reflection on the advantages and disadvantages of artificial intelligence, and he
urges us to give priority to truly human means of communication.  He argues that
an alliance with the promoters of artificial intelligence is possible, as long as it is
based on the three pillars of responsibility, co-operation and education.  On World
Communications Day, there will be a second collection in support of the
communications work of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and
Wales.

    As some of our parishioners will be aware, the parish priest has just returned
from Lourdes, from a pilgrimage organized by the Order of Malta.  It was
wonderful to see how the sick are treated as VIP’s, and given prominent places in
the celebrations of Mass at the Grotto and in the various basilicas, as well as the
processions.  We are particularly grateful to the Companions of the Order of
Malta, many of whom were present on the pilgrimage, for the work they do to
provide evening meals for the homeless here at Spanish Place on Mondays and
Thursdays, not to mention the work that our own SVP does on Tuesday and Friday
evenings.  

    May is the month of Our Lady, hence the daily recitation of the rosary in the
Lady Chapel after the weekday evening Mass.  This coming Wednesday, we

  

recall Our Lady of Fatima, as it was on 13 May 1917 that she appeared to three
young children in the Cova da Iria, near Fatima in Portugal, asking them to pray
the rosary daily for peace in the world and for an end to the First World War.  The
crowned statue of Our Lady at the small Lady altar in our church close to the
statue of Saint James is an image of Our Lady of Fatima.

    Wednesday evening, however, is the Vigil of Ascension, a great feast of Our
Lord which takes precedence over other feasts.  It is a Holyday of Obligation,
meaning that all Catholics are obliged to attend Mass on that day, as if it were a
Sunday.  To facilitate this, there will be an additional early Mass at 7.15am on
Thursday 14 May, as well as the usual 12.30pm and 6pm Masses and a
celebration using the 1962 Missal at 11am.  The choir will sing at the 6pm Mass
on Thursday.  The Vigil Mass on 13 May fulfils the obligation.

    Pope Benedict has written rather beautifully about the mystery of the Ascension
(the second glorious mystery of the rosary) in the Epilogue of Part II of his Jesus
of Nazareth Trilogy, the Holy Week volume.  Speaking about the account in Saint
Luke’s Gospel, he says this:  “Jesus departs in the act of blessing.  He goes while
blessing, and he remains in that gesture of blessing.  His hands remain stretched
out over this world.  The blessing hands of Christ are like a roof that protects us.
But at the same time, they are a gesture of opening up, tearing the world open so
that heaven may enter in, may become ‘present’ within it.”

    In some parts of the world, the Ascension is celebrated on the seventh Sunday
of Easter, which means effectively that there is no “additional” obligation,
because the obligation to attend Mass applies to every Sunday anyway.  This
happens mainly in Catholic countries where the government does not grant a
public holiday on the feast, because it would be unthinkable in those countries for
a “Day of Obligation” to fall on a working day.  In Italy, for example, Ascension
is celebrated on the Sunday, although rather confusingly in the Vatican it is
celebrated on the Thursday.  (In the Vatican, it is a non-working day).  The
bishops in this country did move Ascension from the Thursday to the following
Sunday from 2007 to 2017, but the move proved unpopular with the faithful.
Having listened to the faithful, the bishops duly restored the observance on
Thursday of the sixth week of Easter.  

Et ascendit in caelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris.
    

Philip Whitmore

Church opens at 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturdays.
Confession between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.

A priest is available from 4.45pm - 5.30pm on Saturdays.
  


