INSTALLATION OF ARCHBISHOP RICHARD MOTH
Vespers - 5.30pm - Friday 13 February
Mass 12pm - Saturday 14 February
We are invited to send one parish representative to the Mass of installation
at Westminster Cathedral and two to the Vespers on the previous evening.
Any parishioners who would like to be considered for places at these events
should advise us of their wish by Sunday evening (25 January), by writing to
spanishplace@rdow.org.uk.

St. James's Young Adults Group (Ages 18-35)
Looking to grow your faith and connect with people
your own age? Join our vibrant young adults

community! Whether you are into faith talks, social events
or just making new friends, there is a place for you here.

A 12 day pilgrimage to Ireland 8 -19 May 2026 Lough Derg Sanctuary
Theme: "Purification with the help of the Saints" 7

L. o J Our Lady of Knock Shrine,
Cost: minimum 30 pilgrims - £2295, 40 pilgrims - £2215 Croash Patrick. Dublin
this includes hotel accommodation, flights, coach hire, entry fees, Skelli gM hael ’ J ’
etc. For further information, please contact 07733 223903. cthig Michael and more

To book, please contact Tangney Tours: clare@tangney-tours.com, 01732 886666. Please book early.

Parish Repository Reminder: The crypt is best accessed

located in the M. ial Chapel via the Blandford Street staircase,
(o%eikgaayse lf 1(1)1(()) rui 1 261'?8) which leads directly to the Accessible

Saturday 1545 - 1645 toilet, where there are baby changing
Sunday  09.45 - 10.30 facilities, and to the corridor on which
11.30-13.00 & 15.00 - 16.00 the other cloakrooms are located.

If you can help the parish by making a donation =~ We have 'one-off' Gift Aid

or by a commitment to regular giving, it would be  envelopes at various locations

greatly appreciated. More information from the in church for cash offerings at

parish office or use the details set out below:- Sunday Mass. Please complete

HSBC Sort code: 40-05-20 Acc no: 91094394  all sections before ticking 'This'
WRCDT St James Spanish Place or 'all subsequent' donations.

Donations of any amount, for specific categories, using
@ Contactless or Chip and PIN can be made AT FOUR
D

STATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH, online
at Give a Little or by using the QR code.

St James's Roman Catholic Church
- Spanish Place - 22 George Street, W1U 3QY

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
25™ January 2026

Live-streamed on YouTube Readings
available on Universalis Foreign language
sheets available at the back of the church

TODAY'’S LITURGY - page 127

The LATIN responses for the Solemn
Mass 77/78 in the Parish Mass Book.

4 The Week Ahead )
Sunday Cycle A Weekday (Week 3) Year II
Mass on weekdays at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

Isaiah 9: 1b-4
‘In Galilee of the nations the
people have seen a great light.’

M 26™ Ss Timothy & Titus

T 27" feria

W 2‘:}" St Thomas Aquinas

The LORD is my light F30n o

and my salvation. S 31** St John Bosco 10.00am
Vigil Mass of Sunday 6pm
1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
‘I appeal to you that all of you
agree, and that there be no
divisions among you.'

1* February 2026
FOURTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Matthew 4:12-23 8am and 9am[1962]
Jesus went to Capernaum so that 10.30am Solemn Latin,

what was spoken by the prophet 12pm, 4pm & 7pm
Isaiah might be fulfilled.’ - P P P J

GIFT AID enables the Parish to claim from HMRC an additional
25% of a donor's gift (offertory, candles, mass intentions) and costs
you NOTHING (apart from your signature). If you are a UK taxpayer
please ask for a form - if we are able to identify your earlier gifts
we can backdate the claim up to 4 years.

The Reverend Monsignor Philip Whitmore (Rector)

The Reverend John Njorteah
The Reverend Mark Elliott-Smith (in residence, Ordinariate)

Telephone: 020 7935 0943 [Parish Office: 020 3475 9097]
Email: spanishplace@rcdow.org.uk Web: www.sjree.org.uk

Part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocese Trust Registration No: 233699

Church opens at 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturdays.
Confession between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.
On Saturday a priest is available from 4.45pm - 5.30pm




Father John writes . . . . ..

“Give praise to the Lord,
for love of whom Saint Thomas studied and worked at all times”

These words, drawn from the Benedictus antiphon for the feast of St Thomas
Aquinas, to be celebrated on Wednesday this week, fittingly capture my
sentiments as I write to you, dear parishioners and readers. It has been a great
privilege to study in London and work here at Spanish Place during this period. I
give praise to God for the opportunity and thank you all for your support. I have
continued to enjoy an outpouring of love, especially at the parish farewell last
week. Thank you all for your prayers, gifts, cards, kind words and friendship. It is
indeed a blessing to be part of this remarkable family.

On this Third Sunday in Ordinary time, the church celebrates the Sunday of the
Word of God. In his Apostolic Letter, "Aperuit illis", Pope Francis instituted this
day to deepen our love of Sacred Scripture and highlight the inseparable bond
between the Word of God and the life of the Christian community. The motto for
this seventh-year celebration is “The word of Christ dwells among you” (Col
3:16). May we allow the living word to form our consciences, guide our choices
and transform our lives.

The word of God builds up communities and there is usually profound joy in
the family at the birth of a newborn. This is especially true for our community. A
year ago, the Young Adults Group was born in our parish. What began as a
hopeful idea has, by God’s grace, grown into a living community for young
Catholics in and around London. Over this past year, faith has deepened,
friendships have formed and young hearts have discovered that the Church is
enriched by their gifts.

We have prayed, meditated on Sacred Scripture, laughed, learned and even
danced. The group is our way of heeding the summons of Pope Benedict XVI
during the World Youth Day 2008 in Sydney, when he said: ‘Dear young friends,
the Lord is calling you to be prophets of this new age, messengers of his love,
drawing people to the Father and building a future of hope for all humanity.’ 1t is
hard to deny that society needs a good dose of love and hope for a dignified living
inspired by the truths of the Gospel.

In no small measure, we are immensely grateful to the Rector for his guidance,
the coordinators, guest speakers, volunteers and all who have contributed in many
ways to the growth of the group. We sincerely appreciate the benefactors who
sponsored our group events. As we joyfully mark this first anniversary, may the
Holy Spirit continually inspire and renew all our young people.

We have another reason to rejoice at the workings of the Holy Spirit in our
parish, as we are happy to welcome Father Domenico Lando. Jeremiah 3:15
states: ‘Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with

knowledge and understanding.”How else can we describe his timely arrival, if not
a fulfilment of the divine word? Providentially, Fr Domenico will be present at the
Young Adults Mass and the anniversary celebrations. We look forward to
welcoming him, all Young Adults and our friends to Mass at 12 and to the
reception that follows in the social centre. It will be another chance to celebrate
what God is doing in our parish community.

It is inspiring to feel the spirit of generosity that runs through the parish.
Personally, I have always found the conversations and words of encouragement
after Mass deeply moving. They remind me of the constant need to nourish the
people of God through the Word and sacraments. I am very grateful for those
moments and cherish them. It is a sign of a community striving to grow in faith
and to reflect Christ in many ways. The generosity of your time, talent and
treasure in service of the church and the needy is genuinely remarkable.
Remember to share your wisdom, experience and support with the younger
members of our parish community who are navigating life with ever-increasing
difficulty and uncertainty.

There will be an opportunity to show further kindness this weekend during the
second collection for the White Flower Appeal. The White Flower Appeal is
championed by the Society for the Protection of Unborn Children. The appeal is
dedicated to protecting unborn children and promoting the right to life in society.
Donations can also be made directly through their website
(https://spuc.org.uk/white-flower-2026/). Let us play a part in promoting the
sanctity of human life.

As I prepare to take my leave from the parish, I do so with a heart full of
gratitude. Thank you for the love and genuine friendship; it has been a privilege to
share in the life and mission of this beloved church. I wish to express my sincere
thanks to the Rector for his fatherly care and to all the visiting clergy who support
the pastoral life of our parish. I appreciate those who work quietly and faithfully
behind the scenes in different capacities to ensure the smooth running of the
parish. Through the intercession of St James, may God bless the parishioners and
all who are associated with this church.

Ifunanya, the word for ‘love’in Eastern Nigeria, literally means 7 see you in
my eyes’. | love you all and will always see Spanish Place in my eyes.

John Njorteah

A special welcome to our visitors. Refreshments are
served in the Social Centre (in the crypt) after the
9.00am and 10.30am Masses. Do please join us.




